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Cat Health

A study examining infectious disease rates of feral 
cats found that they had similar or lower prevalence 
rates of infections than those published for pet cats 
in the United States.*

*Brian J. Luria et al., Prevalence of Infectious Diseases in Feral Cats in Northern Florida, 6(5) J. Feline 
Med. Surg. 287, 287 (2004).

While the anecdotal evidence of stray cats’ harsh 
lives offered by the animal control and sheltering 
system is true in certain individual cases, single 
anecdotes should not be extrapolated to a policy of 
killing all stray cats.
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Cat Health
A 2006 study found that of 103,643 stray and feral 
cats examined in spay/neuter clinics in six states 
from 1993 to 2004, less than 1% of those cats was 
euthanized due to debilitating conditions, trauma, or 
infectious diseases.*

*Jennifer L. Wallace and Julie K. Levy, Population Characteristics of Feral Cats Admitted to Seven Trap-
Neuter-Return Programs in the United States, 8(4) J. Feline Med. Surg. 279, 282 (2006).

A study conducted in 2002 examined the body 
weight, body condition score, and falciform fat pads 
of 105 mature male cats brought to a spay/neuter 
clinic in Alachua County, Florida. The study revealed 
that overall, the cats in this study were lean but not 
emaciated prior to neutering.*

*Karen C. Scott et al., Body Condition of Feral Cats and the Effect of Neutering, 5(3) J. Appl. Anim. Welf. 
Sci. 203, 210 (2002).© Alley Cat Allies 2009



Euthanasia - n. The act or practice of ending the life 
of an individual suffering from a terminal illness or an 
incurable condition, as by lethal injection or the 
suspension of extraordinary medical treatment.

-The American Heritage Dictionary

© Alley Cat Allies 2009



© Alley Cat Allies 2009



© Alley Cat Allies 2009



© Alley Cat Allies 2009


